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Jews toward the Negro, and the Negro's demands for of a piece -with the Northern desire to keep their 
social and economic rights. An educated guess is that Negroes "in their place" through discrimination, 
the distribution of opinion among Orthodox Jews ever more .reprehensible we regard the former. 
resembles in some important respects, the views held cannot be consistent when we condemn the one ·;ind 
by other White ethnic groups on the same subject, practice the other. =--··',··>·0'.'"·'"" 

in the sense that our respect and acceptance of the lf evidence be needed of Orthodoxy's resistance 
Negro and his revolution vary according to the distances the Negro Revolution, it can be supplied by a 
separating White and Black . ... · .... · evaluation of pro-Civil Rights sentiment within 

.· . The anger against Mississippi lynch mobs gives way Jewry. Not only is the liberal voice generally 
. to indifference and even resentment in · relation to the but worse still, the tone of those liberals who do eXJ)te:ss 
Northern Negro's demands for better jobs, housing themselves, is usually apologetic and defensive . 

. ·and education. And when all distance is obliterated and is symptomatic of the psychological clash hr-1~""'"" 
_the Negro seeks to penetrate the White neighborhood, . personal and atomized commitment to .. Civil 
·· he arouses open hostility. . . . .·· . : and the enduring relationship to the Orthodox ~·"'~'" 

Since Orthodox Jews do notaccept a prlm·i the · >nity, whose attitude on the subject is often tadka1ly 
m~ral and social standards of society, even on questions ·· ·· different. · 
not inherently Halachic, the Orthodox position . on 
Civil Rights does not depend on the values of the 
-general White community. This artitle is primarily an 
expression of one Orthodox Jew's concern over. his 
co-religionist's attitude toward the Negro Revolution. 

From both a liberal and a religious standpoint, the 
Orthodox attitude toward the Negro is not commend
able. To be sure, there is something of an ideological 
commitment to Negro rights that concern such situa
tions as Mississippi-style oppression and Congressional 

: -enactment of Civil Rights legislation. While there are 
· unfortunately some religious Jews whose pronounce

ments on the issue border on ugly racism (I am unable 
to bring myself to include here some of the statements 
I have heard), they are unrepresentative; the inane 
expressions of "small men with little intellect . and 

.. compassion. . · .· _.··. . ..· .· _. _ .· . . . . .· . 
· . __ Orthodox Jewry's greatest vulnerability (thiS is true 
. of other groups) in the area of Civil Rights lies in 

. the failure to link a liberal position on what the U.S. 
·· Congress should do, with a moral and intellectual 

commitment in behalf of the Northern Negro's struggle 
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The Attitude of White 
The roots of the antipathy of some religious 

toward the Negro are found in their daily PY1n,,r·1M,,.P. 

The first and perhaps most common source is '"';-.-·"""·' '""·'"' 
prevailing · attitude of White America, of which 
are a part. It is true, of course, that in most of out _ 
behavior patterns that involve religious activity 
belief we have resisted assimiliationist pressures 'of 
American society. But elsewhere we have frequently 
adopted and adapted to the conduct of 
America, even to the extent of 
.judices. 
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a factor that is especially relevant to an understanding 
of those few whose attitudes are tinged with racism. 
This is a most sensitive question and l do not propose 
to examine it fully, except to point up some clear 
correlation between the way one earns a living and 
his outlook on Civil Rights. As a rule, the businessman 
is less liberal than the public school teacher, both of 
whom are Orthodox. The landlord and employer who 
are engaged in business enterprises, bringing them into 
regular contact with the Negro, are most disparaging 
of Negro rights, although without the Negro they could 
not maintain their economic position. This is perverse 
of course, but it is also rational in the sense that it 
proceeds out of an awareness that the success of the 
Negro Revolution would undermine that position. 

Priorities in Jewish Life 
ln spite of the views expressed above, l do not 

advocate the active participation of the several major 
Orthodox organizations in the Civil Rights movement. 
The agenda of these groups is too crowded with un
finished business to permit the. luxury of involvement 
in problems outside the periphery of Jewish life. The 
meager staffs of these organizations, overburdened as 
they are, are committed to vital programs such as 
Chinuch-expansion, youth activities, and community 
building, and it is at least a serious question whether 
Orthodox Judaism's resources will be equal to the 
challenges of the coming years. So limited are our 
resources, that even within the sphere of Jewish activity 
there is a constant need to establish priorities and, in 
the process, many worthwhile programs are often 
scrapped. 

Moreover, it is perhaps symptomatic of the spiritual 
bankruptcy of certain American Jewish organizations 
that the problems of the Jewish world are unable to 
fully occupy their large staffs and seven-figure budgets 
and they must divert a considerable portion of their 
resources to ailments of the larger American commu
nity. 

Most emphatically, though, it is necessary to insist 
that neither the organizational limitations of Orthodox 
Jewry, nor the identification of non-religious Jewish 
groups with the Civil Rights movement frees the indi
vidual Orthodox Jew from a personal responsibility 
in the matti!:r, or even remotely justifies an anti-Negro 
position. Without delineating the exact character of 
this responsibility, although obviously it encompasses 
a moral and intellectual involvement with Civil Rights, 
at the very least, active participation by individual 
Jews must not be deprecated. An Orthodoxy that 
values more highly or subjects to less critiCism the 
purchase of an Irish Sweepstake ticket, than a contribu
tion to NAACP or CORE, distorts the ethics of our 
faith and is in need of much soul-searching. Likewise, 
participation in a Civil Rights rally is not ethically or 
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Halachically inferior to a long wait on line at the 
Radio City Music Hall. 

As was suggested earlier, a well-used argnment con
fronting the advocates of Civil Rights is that because 
the Negro population includes many persons of criminal 
and anti-social tendencies, the enforced interactions 
between the races resulting from Civil Rights pressure 
will be adverse to the interests and even safety of 
White urban dwellers. The data concerning Negro 
crime and juvenile delinquency are widely available 
and not the subject of any serious dispute. However, 
the proper conclusions to be drawn from this record, 
insofar as Civil Rights advocacy is concerned, are con
sistent with the liberal position. The resistance to Civil 
Rights predicated on Negro crime is not only illogical 
but it also reveals how the irrational force of prejudice 
tends to blind people to the preservation and promotion 
of their own interests. For unless we are completely 
resigned to Negro crime, it is critically important that 
we strive for those social goals, i.e., improved housing, 
better education, and job security, that past experience 
has demonstrated help to reduce crime and juvenile 
delinquency and promote a healthier society for alt 

Nor is, the usual bugaboo, "Do you want to live in 
the same neighborhood or house with Negroes?," an 
any more impressive rejoinder to the advocate of Civil 
Rights, if only for the reason that this is not the basic 
issue raised by the Negro Revolution. The real question 
Orthodox Jews must answer is whether we accept our 
moral and intellectual responsibility to support decent 
treatment of an underprivileged minority and not 
whether we will rent apartments to Negroes. l do not 
suppose that anyone seriously maintains that the rights 
of Italian-Americans or, for that matter, Jews, depend 
on whether other people want to share their neighbor
hoods with them. 

Moreover, the suppression of Negro rights in the 
North has not effectively impeded Negro penetration 
of neighborhoods that are centers of Orthodox Jewish 
population. To the contrary, the larger effect of the 
exclusion of Negroes from such White sections has 
been that even minimal Negro entry unlooses panic, 
often nourished by the efforts of realtor-blockbusters, 
and within a relatively short period of time the racial 
distribution has shifted dramatically and the neighbor
hood is in a process of deterioration. 

In marshalling arguments in favor of Orthodox 
support of Civil Rights, the problem of neighborhood 
deterioration deserves special attention. lndependent of 
any ideological impulse, Orthodox Jews have a special 
reason for desiring improvement of the Negro's Jot. 
We have seen in New York City, Detroit, Baltimore, 
Chicago, and elsewhere, that many of our most de
veloped neighborhoods, in terms of the attributes of a 
community, were vulnerable to mass Negro entry. Only 
the simple minded will regard moving out when Negroes 
move in as an adequate response (which is what 



•there• \Vh() wotid. ,. ~h~ri ilie 
• cost/of .• •the· abandoned community investment 

()f yeshivas, synagogues;.· mikvaoes, and centers-was 
in the millions of dollars, and replacement elsewhere 
(which is never fully possible) is even more costly. 

· · · /gloomy outlook; my own experiences With ...,vuvi~c 
··in New York City convinces me that the ·o··~~··~u 

·· desperate. .··· . . .·· .· .. · 

.. A mature regard for the position of religious Jewry 
involves doing all that is possible to retain and improve 
the old neighborhoods even if Negro families have 
moved in. And, !while at present this is not an easy 

This alienation is the product of numerous ·i"'·""'" 
.· not the least of which are the years of 

task, the achievement by the Negro of his just demands 
when translated }nto decent jobs and education will 

· contribute handsomely to the accomplishment of this 
end. 

by the parents, and even the most ................... ... 
· not be able to easily arrest the trend. But· we must 

strive to reach these youth, . and while religious com-. • 
promises must be ruled out, advocacy of Civil Rights 
by the Orthodox community can help to prepare the 
way for a relationship with alienated young 
Certainly, it is urgent that we do not write off 
permanently lost ninety pet cent of this The nature of Orthodox Judaism as it functions iri 

American society, will require, for a long time to come, 
that the bulk of observant Jews continue to Jive in 
the major cities, Increasingly, .these· cities also serve as 
centers of Negro population. Jn a sense, therefore, 

· accelerated interaction between the observant Jew 
and the Negro (as we now interact inour cities with 
White groups) is inevitable, and consequently the 

Jewish population. One of the surest signs of the 
condition of religious Jewry in this country is that 
we so readily accept without any battle the defections ·· 
of our co-religionists. This is our great religious ... 

.·.·promise! Over one hundred years ago Rabbi Samson 
R. Hirsch refused to agree that the city of Frankfurt;; .· 

· · betterment of the condition of the Negro in the cities 
will benefit Orthodox Jewry .. · 

.: ·· . . · .· · 

ihe Melting Pot 
In Atnetica~ sodety; Orthbdox JcwS and Negroes, .· 

perhaps more than any other minority groups, resist 
·the pervasive influence of the culture of the Melting 

· ·· .· Pot, and this is another reason why our own interest 
should lead us to support Civil Rights. Associated with .·. 
the two groups are certain signs (his color, for the •· 
Negto) that separate them from the whole of society. 
For the Jewish people, throughout their history, a ·· 
distinctive dress and language and a Torah ethic have 
served to .deflect the assimilationist pressures of the 
time. But these have also served as objects of scorn to 
stimulate anti-Jewish passions by segments of the non
J ewish majorities. 

In this country, few of us have corhe into contact .· .. ·· 
with anti-Semitism, but this should not blind us so 
that we do not understand that our way of life is a 
source of derision for others. (What is it that some 
Jews have said of Williamsburg dress? ) Legal guaran-

tees of Civil Rights and the proper respect for the 
rights of aU minorities, products of the N egro R ev
olution, offer still another benefit, linking us tci the -
thousands of irreligious Jewish people who are active 
participants in the Civil Rights struggle, and through 
our concern we may establish channels of communica
tion to the a lienated J ewish youth of this country. ·· 
Admittedly, this is an iffy proposition, but one that 
deserves a chance in view of the alarming developments 
of recent years. What was previously simply a polarazi
tion of AmericanJewry into religious and non-religious 
camps now threatens to become a complete rejection of 
J ewish identity by the children of non-observant Jews. 

on-Main, with barely a minyan of Torah-true 
was Jost to the Reformers and out of the strength of ·.· 
his convictions he managed to rescue much of German 
and Western-European Jewry. And, it was Hirsch who · 
championed the rights of all minority groups 

· member of the Austrian Parliament. 
In the final analysis, it is our historical and 

heritage that compels us to sympathize with the 
of the Negro. It is unthinkable that a people so op" • 
pressed throughout history would not today rally to 
support the cause of the American Negro, now afflicted.· 
by the irrational forces of hatred and bigotry. Anything 
short of this by American Orthodox Jewry, is to reject 
the principles that we have stood by through the 
millenia of persecution and to which we must remain 
equally faithful in a free society. 
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